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The Roman Empire


The Roman Empire existed in Rome city which had the famous seven hills. Architecture was part of their cultural setup. It ranged from theatres, taverns, brothels and baths. Their structure of buildings included both modern structures and the traditional ones. In the city existed the palace which was on the Palatine hill? Their way of life was characterized by slavery and it influenced interactions as they were from different ethnic backgrounds (Harrisson, 2013)

Slavery contributed to the growth of population size to include various cultures. This is one way affected the region of the Roman Empire.  It was okay to worship various deities and gods as long as it did not affect the peace of everyone. It was easy to accommodate different faiths mainly because the ceremonies of the Roman cultures were tailored to be accommodative. In this case, people would attend to their desire to honour the Roman gods in order to identify with the Romans after which they would honour what defined their personal identity. Once in a while, the Christian religion got persecuted.

There existed an imperial cult where all the members within the empire were expected to participate in. participating in the cult was meant to show loyalty to the empire. The cut entailed an emperor calling themselves gods and expecting to be revered. Once in a while, some emperors would choose not to be treated as such and this would portray them as weak. An emperor who managed to make himself a god was highly honoured and had control over his subjects. This deity would be inherited from one generation to the next. The cult grew and when it reached its peak, it would be included in the cults performed in the temple or would sometimes be included in the theatre and sports.

The Roman culture copied most of its cultural aspects from the Greek with a slight difference in their architectures and sculptures. With its architecture, the empire focused on promoting endurance and longevity. Their main forms of architectures were the arches and domes. Their family structures were composed of patrician families with the head as a Pater who would rule his wife and children and the wives of the children and would dispose of them or even kill them at will. Slaves would also be bought and sold freely within the Roman Empire.

The most effective system of learning in the Roman Empire was the home-based teaching where the children would be taught from home about the cultures of the Romans, their laws and customs. The boys would be natured to mature into responsible citizens who would end up in the Roman army. “For the girls, they mainly focused on learning how to spin and sew. Formal education was introduced later on 200bc.” (Harrisson, 2013)

In terms of arts, the empire was known for its great writings especially in poetry. Poetry, which was also an inspiration to music was a way of promoting the Roman culture and also marking important events in the history of the empire such as wars. The empire was also known for sports such as wrestling, swimming, racing etc. Most of their arts were inspired by Greeks. All these arts would be drawn and put up to show the way of life of the empire and the values that they stood for. “Their social structure of family was also put out through ancient paintings.” (Garnsey, Saller, 2015)
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